A comprehensive idea of the arsenic content of common foodstuffs is of much importance in forensic toxicology. In cases of suspected arsenic poisoning the stomach contents, if analysed quantitatively for determination of arsenic, give the total amount of arsenic present in the stomach, but, unless the normal arsenic content of foods are known, it will not be possible for the analyst to express a definite opinion as to the amount of extraneous arsenic administered, either accidentally or with a criminal purpose. In fatal cases, when a large quantity of arsenic is found in the stomach or in the viscera, no difficulty arises in giving any such opinion, but in those cases, both fatal and non-fatal, in which a small quantity of arsenic is detected in the stomach, all sorts of complications arise, and in such cases it may be contended by the defence that the amount of arsenic found in the stomach might legitimately come from the food substances which were taken by the victim and was not of any criminal origin. To eliminate such difficulties in chemicolegal work, an investigation on arsenic in food was taken up in 1934 and a preliminary report was published in the Indian Science Congress Proceedings (Bagchi and Bose, 1935) . Another short and premature report was also published in the Indian Journal of Medical Research by one of our co-workers (Bose, 1935) . This piece of work could not, however, be completed on account of some unforeseen circumstances and had to be discontinued in 1935.
The method adopted for determination of arsenic was that of Marsh-Berzelius modified by Chapman (1926 
